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MR. GENZMAN:  My aame is Robett Genzman, and
I am a- Staff Counsel to the House Select Committee on |
Assassinations. I have been des*gnated counsel empowerad
to take statements under cath, pursuané‘;o +he House

Resolution 222 and Committee Rule 4.
| I would ask the Maglstrate to 1dent1fv lese
vand_to state'iﬁatvheﬂiavauthorized to administer oaths
~pursuant to the laws of the United States. |
. MAGISTRATE ‘JOHA\NNE:SEN: .I am Ingard O.
jJQhannesen, United Statés Magistrate for the Eaatern‘District
of Louisiana.- Andvi.am authorized by the statutes to
administerboaths infthis district. |
 MR. GENZMAN: QOuld you please swear the
witness?
 MAGISTRATE JOHANNESEN: Would you please
‘stand and'raiseVYQur':iéht.hand? |
| VVDd yéﬁ sweaf‘the-answérs andvtestimony vou
‘ are about to glve w;ll be the truth, tbe whole truth and.
[nothlng but the truth,'so help you God°
.> MR OREST PENA. .I do. |
Whereupon,
OREST PENA
Ha&ing béen duly sworn by Magistrate Ingard O. Johannesen,

a Magistraﬁe Judge in and for the State of Louisiana,

Century Reparters, Inc.
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testified as follows:

CEXAMINATION

BY MR. GENZMAN:

Q Mr. Pena, would ycu state your fuil name for
the record? | | | |

A Orest Pena.

Q | Whét ié yQur'address?'

A .Sixﬁf—dne hundred'Argonne_Boulevard; New
Orleans, Loui;iana, 70124. i

Q : Ha#e you beenvgiveﬁ a copy of ouf»Committée

'Rules and House Resolutions 222, 433 and 7602

A Yes.
Q._'hj Would yb§>please read Committee Rﬁlé 4 to
.’youfself? | | | h

A   »YesQ .i did read.iﬁ already.

Qo Doa,you..un.derstand it? |

A | Yes, Ivdo.

o "Mr.'Pena, are you making ﬁhis‘Statement
vqluntarily?f“ |

-!'k  Yes.
FQ - :AIs i£ t£ue‘thétA§ou‘are not under4subpoena

fdr this statement?
A No, I am not.

o - For the record, I want to advise you that you

I "have the right to have counsel present; Do'you have

Lentury Begerters, Inc
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counsel present?

A. No, I dpn't{ I‘don't want any.

Q The entire record of this statement under oath
will be transcribed. You will be sent the original‘and asked
to Sign and verify it. You should return the signed énd
verified copy of the transcript to the Committee. The
Committee will thenvprovide.you with a copy of it.

- If when you are sent the original transcript

reasén, you.shéuld contact me and I will make the necessary
.arrangéments-to havé you ihitial orimake any changes that you
desire ﬁo-maker

At this time, Mr. Pena, I would like to show
'ygﬁfé‘éocuhéh£“l;béiéd JFK Exhibit No. 94. Have you had a

chance to read this document?

A Yes, I did.
Q - Do you understand it?
A ~ Yes, it is the same one you explained to me

‘that'I will ﬁotvbé pﬁnishéd for giving knowledge‘that I haye
:aboqi the CIA._‘ | ‘. . | |
_Q »-' Yes;Athis is a letter frdm'£$e Central
‘Intelligence Agency tc the Chairman.of the House Select
Committee on Assassinations, the Honorableiiouis Stokes?g
dated March 23, 1978ﬁwhi¢h deals with the release from CIA

secrecy agreements.

Century Reporters, Inc.
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Mr..Pena, i‘would like to ask you a few ,
questions about your background. Have you ever acted as anv
informant for the FBI?
A Yes, sir.
Q Can ybu tell me the period of time durihg
which you were an informant;With-thejFBI?
A I was an informer -- I started to be an -

informer for the FBI around 1959, 1960. I can't remember

' exactly what year but I remember that I was called to the

office of the FBI in New Orleans and I was asked if I couldr

ﬁelp to:inform the FBi ébout ééople that waé ﬁrying to do
propagaﬁda for Casf;ﬁ or was talkihg'bad about the United
States. ‘This was»asked to me by tﬁe maﬁ in'éharge of the"
FBI séecial égency, the FBI in New Orleans.

He tcld me a lot of Spanish people used to

come here on the ship'and I could help a lot to the United

States. He assigned Warren C. de Brﬁeys, cne of the FBI

'agents for me to report to him of any information I got, to

*report’it to him which I did for many months and years. I

can't remember exactly for how many years but I was given

' to him. He used to come to my place of business very, very

frequently.-'~
o Would the time period be in the early 1960's?
A I can't remember exactly what year I started.

I can't say 1959 or 1960 but you can check on the time

Century Beporters, Inc.
(713) 464-0003
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! | because in New Orleans was formed the Cuban Révolutionary

2 Front, Cuban Revolutionary Front whiéh the man in charge was
3 Seréio Arcacha Smith. "Warren C. de Brueys used to go a lot
4 to the office to talk tO’Sergio Arcacha Smith. Anothef

5 person that used to go there a lot was William Ferrie which
I3 Mr. de Brueys knew véry well. And Mr. Ferrie used to take

7 || Mr. Sergio Arcacha Smith inAhis car'almost»every day to his

8 I house after thé{officé was qlosed.

9 Q ‘Do yod knéw wheﬁher Warren de Bfueys_ever

10 #ttendéd any meetiﬁgs.of;the Cuban Revolutionary Front?.

N . A o Hé was very fréquentiy iﬁ the office talking
12 1 in pri§ateAwith ﬁr._Sergio.Arcacha Smith. |

13 | .Q 7 1 believe you stated.earlier.you providéd the

14 FBI with ihformation;about the Cuban groups in New Orleans?

- A Yes, I did.

16 . 0. Did you ever work in any way for Fidel Castro?

17 ' A, I did not.

18 : -Q | Was the information which you proVided the

19 FBI informatioﬁ'whichiyou gained by Way of your positipn as 

29 || @ bar oﬁne#'in‘New Of;eéhs? |

21 | A ”Yes; ~When seameh.Caﬁe(a;oundwand peb?le that

27 || was working here, Sp;pish people inciuaing_cnban, they was
‘ 23 talkingéo I kpew'ézps‘; of the Spanish people ih this town

24 Efof being SO lon;A; ﬁarroom owner.

25 : 'The:next day I called Wérren cC. de-Brueys at

Century Reporiers, Inc.
{713} 484-0003 -
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his office and told him I had some information for him. He:

came to my place of business and I gave him the information.

& .
I never did ask him what he did withgwhat he found cut. It
was my duty to give it to him and what he did was none of my

business.
0 Were vou ever paid for any of the information
which you provided to the FBI?
A I never was paid a single penny. Plus the_;?l
. e Fvger ~ ,p SAy 12 - O
brought me a lot of Cubans that was stgw away. They brought
: T were (VP _
them. to me at my place of business and told me to give them
a-room and board and find a job. Some of those people still
live here in New Orleans which I can give you the names and
prove it was true that the FBI and Immiératibn broughtv
them to me to help them and they would pay for whatever had
to be done. I never gave them a bill because I thought'that

A}

was doing somethlng good for the %2'ted States and something
7%30wvm3

good for the cause of Grawing Cas*ro away from Cuba.

Q. I believe you stated earlier that you gave
'yeur information to FBI Speeial'Agent Warren'cerée Brueys.
yrﬁla you ever prov1de 1nformatloﬁ to any.other FBI agents'
"before the assa551natlon of PreSLdent Kennedy?

A Warren C. de Brﬁeys Qas the.FBI agent that'was
assigned to'me; He gave ne the phoﬁe and every time I called

to the FBI office, I asked for Warren C. de Brueys. I said ;

I was told to ask for him, that he would be the one to take

1246610 Page 8 Century Reporters, Inc.
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care of whatever I had to tell the FBI. He was the one that
used to come to my place of business.
dfter the assassination, a lot ol,tee FBI used
’f/»e
to come to my place of business which I had .a- name$ they used
to come to aggravate and to give me a hard time and tell me to
go to the offics because the boss wanted to talk to me and

asking me about the same questions over and over and over

untll I got very tired. I called my attorney which at that
meh AUERTRAFFIC covkt-SUdge (P

‘time was Dave-MeHewafia called George- and explalned to

Jvdge — mehndr n 1
4 Acﬁewafé what the FBI was doing to me and he told me

to-ge and see the lawyer that worked at his offlce, his
private office.’ So I. ‘went "and talned to John Tambarz%%@ and
John Tambarella told me, "Go back to your hosue and get the
names of thoserFBI and brlng it to me and I am going to have
something to work out, something to call scmebody and tell
who they are." . | ‘ : @7P“
‘ , ' HOUS €.
- So I came back to the qgﬁ;:g and the next
Imornlng two FBI came to my place of bu51ness, waked me up
very early and told me: they wanted to take me to the offlce
of the FBI, the ‘boss wanted to talk to_me;“ I sald,b"Yes. But
before I go you have to give me your name." They told me
their names. I did -not belieye it. I said, "You have to
_dic not beliegg
give me your govenment identification." So they gave it to

me and I put their names and I hold their names.

The next day, same thing‘happenedQ I tock the .

Century Reparters, Inc.

1713 .24 AN




1 name again and I took_eight names of eight different FBI
2 agents. Thén I went to Mr. John Tambarella and gave it to
3 John Tambarella and John Tambarella called the FBI, the
. 4 special FBI agency and explained what was happening, that
5 Mr. Pena, that is me, said, "If théy aon't quit harassing me
5 I will file cha:ges in federal court against the FBI of the
7 | United States.”
8 | V‘Qb' » Do you’remgmber hbw many times'you spoke td
9 Warreﬁ C.vde Brugys.and'gave him information? |
10 . B A Many, many, many times. Soﬁetiﬁés WarrenAC;
N de Brueys used to come.to mylplaéé éf business too-doing séme
12 kind of investiéation and tgiking to all the customers. .. He

13 useé to come and talk to customers.

14 Q Did you evé#<meet with Mr. de Brueys at any

15 | other location besides your place of business?

16 A Yes, I met with‘him at the FBI office ahd I

17 saW'him and talked a littie bit at the Cuban Revolutidnary

18 Front office., At the Balﬁer.Building was the name of the

19 bu;laing whefe the‘offiqe waé op Camp Streét'allithe way to

20 St. Chaiies wés:a building.wiﬁhvan élley in the:fyént. Thej

. building had'th;ee br four aifferégt entrénces. |

’? So I saw him and}I»taiked‘ﬁo:him'at the gfficé
. 23: of the Cuban Revolutionary Front which Aicacha wés _there

among other members.

Q Mr. Pena, have you ever acted in any capacity

Century Heparters, Inc
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1 for any other government agency?

2 , A _Yes,vIvdid for énother United States agency.r
3 Q What Qas that agencv? |

. 4 A I would not tell you.

"’ _
5 Q What is your reason for keeping the name of

¢ | the agency secret?

7 A - My reason is if i cannot‘prove the truth of’
g It what héppened with.Wafren c. de Brﬁeys whi;h to me'ié the

:9 most important'éerson in the Xennedy asSassiﬁation, why"
should I give anf other_allegations?v if Ivcannotvprove
something that I worked for thé’ﬁan, thét7Ivrepor£ed to the
man, if i caﬁnoﬁ prové those things, why shoﬁld I pﬁt some-

13 ‘thing else?

14 . Q- , Are you:saying that if youvcan'prove certain

15 .allegatiOns concerning Warren C. de Brueys, ybu would then

1 reveal a rélatiohship with another government agency?

1 A | ‘i,do it this way for the United States. I

18 'give all myFConstitﬁtional_rights. I wquld get a lie.test,

19 -whatever tbevgcvernment'thinks ig right. |

20 0 }' V'Are,ybglépeaking of'a‘polygraéh éﬁgmination?ﬁ

. A 'Any'bfAthose that you want too. If you ask me
| 52 ‘if I work with the FBI =-- Warren c.zde Brueys told me before,

‘ 23' about a week or ten dayé more or» less before I werit to
24 testify to the Warren Cqmmiséion that 1f I ta;k about him he.
’s will ggt rid of my aSs.

: . 0w : | !’. S -’ £y .
HW 50529 nncId:3ﬂ24ﬁﬁ1u Page 11 Lentary Reporters, Inc
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o We will get into that issue. ‘

?;n

You can ask me if I was ever an informant for
any other agency in the world, but two agencies in the United
States. One was the FBI and one more. Then if I am right,
the government will have to. force Warren C. de Brueys to takxe
the same tests I take.

Q Mr. Pena, 4o you have any information as to
whether Lee Harvey Oswald was ever an F3I informant?

A Oswald used tc go to a restaurant on the
Decatur and Ibe:ville. The name of the owner was Mr. Pedro,
a Greek, and Mr. Oswald used toxgo to the restaurant in the

morning with other federal agents £from the Customs House

Building. To prove that I was there, that I saw Oswald, that

1,

I saw all those agents drinking coffee, having breakfast in

the restaurant in the morning, I will name -- I have more than
one but I will name one name right now. Mr. Victor Perasz

'

which lived in Altoona, Florida, Zip Code 32702.

st

of Decatur and we used to go in the morning and talk about

This man was a bar operator in the 200 block

business and we was watching and.looking at all the federal
agenis which we knew very well because many of thesé federal
agents speak Spanish‘and others was married to scme Svanish
wdmen that I knew.

Q Wwho specifically was with Oswald on these

occasions?

Conbuey Navnartare Tne
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-in the company of other federal agents.

"the restaurant, the owner of thé restaurant was Mr. Pedro

- and we used. to call him‘Pedrb the Greek.

‘speaking to each other?

12

A * I cannot- say such—énd-such a ?erson was with-
him or talking to him but I knew his face. I knew the face
of a lot of the other agents from the Customs House Buildin
that go to the_restaurant there and I saw them together haviﬁg
breakfast together at the restaurant.

Q Did you ever see Oswald iﬁ the presence of
Warren-de Brueys?

| A ' Ifd“better don't ansQer‘this Question right -
now..

o My question; Mr;vPena,_is whether you>ever saw
Lee Harvey Oswald a£ any restaurant or any other location
with Warren D. de Brueys? |

A Yes, I will testify that Warren C. de Brueys
being at the Pedro, the Gréek réstaurant on Decatur and

Iberville at the same.time that Oswald'was. at. the restaurant
Q Do you know the name of that restaurant?
A I do not know the name of the restaurant but
a 'Did you ever observe Oswald and de Brueys
A 'IJcannot answer that question. If I cannot

prove myself what de Brueys did to me, how am I going to

prove other things?
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Q2 My question is, Mr. Pena, do you recall ever-
seeing Oswald and de Brueys speaking together.or acting in'-
such a way thaﬁ you would think that they knew each other?

A. I believe they knew each other very,‘very well.

Q Can you explain why you believe CSwald and
de Brueys knew each other very well?

A S '\ bglief, I wéuld have to report in.as'
igformantjtbiMr.devaueys,_I have to répoft myéelf to Mr;
de Brueys and that is>my point of view 6n that question.

When Oswald was transferred to ballas, Mr.

Warren C. de Brueys was transferred to Dallas, Texas at

- the same time.

Q - Do you know,whgn Oswald went to Dallas énd
Mr. de Brueys wént to Dallas?

A No, I do not know when Oswald went toc Dallas
but I know when Wafﬁen C. de Brueys went to Dallas because
he came to my'place of business and told me.that I do ﬁot
havé-to cali him any ﬁore at ﬁis office bécause he waé
transferred to. Dallas. |

jg‘. ‘ ibgnyou know’whether de Brueys was.transferred,
to Dallas afﬁér the éssassinatioﬁ of Pfesidentvxénhedy?

A I am very‘sure,,'l am very, very, very sure it
was before the assassination. | | | |

Q- ~  Are you aware that de Brueys was in Dallas

after the assassination to help with the FBI investigation

Century Heparters, Inc.
(713) 484-C00C3
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oﬁ_the assassination of President Kennedy?

A I do not know anything about that.

o} Is it your recollection then that de Brueys
left New Orleans and went to Dallas before the assassination
of President Xennedy?

A Yes, sir.

o Do.you feel that the fact that de Brueys went
to Dallas-&ad;ée—é@-befOre theAaésassination of
_Presideﬁt'Kennédy and before Oswald himself was killedép

A That is for you to find out. :

 to train Cubans to go fight Castro for the Bay of Pigs?
Those Cubans were training in New Orleans under the command
of the FBI and the CIA. I can talk this way because I had

- FrRend. o
three or four of my customers, people that used to live in my
hotel or rooming house that went and took the training here.

Q Is there a connection between the training of

Cubans in New Orleans and the assassination of President

Kennedy?
A I am very sure, yes, sir.
Qo Could ycu be more specific?

A Yes. One of the men that was training was a
Cadre to train all the other Cubans, was a very smart man. I

believe he was a Captain in the Cuban Army during the Batista

Century Heparters, Inc
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o - Do you have any opinion on this? o
A Do you make any investigation about the camp
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! regime. His name was Juan Ilario Caballero, alias fel-
Guajiro. This man right now, he did not die yet, is in
3 | Texas State Prison, Huntsville, Texas for killing somebody

in Texas. This man is married to a lady in New Orleans that

ESN

3 has a daughter which I know very, very well.

6 ' ’ This maﬁ several'times before the aeathbof

7 President Kennedy when he got drunk in my place of businesé,'
8 he was very mad at fhe Presideht.v A iot of times, more than
9 | a dozen times, he séid.inépaﬁish,that £he oﬁly way was to

10 | get rid of that Son-of~a-bitch, that means'the President of
11 the Unitea States. |

12 ' ' ‘He's got one more brother who was.a high rank
_-‘ 13 in the Cuban Army'during the Batista regimgs and he was Cadre
14| in the training-Camp thé CIA got here. Ané he got a cousin
15 that looks similar to Oswaid. I cannot remember the name of
16 the cousin or the brother but Juan Ilario Caballero will tell
17 ydu. If you gé to the Sta£e Texas ﬁrison in»Hﬁntsville andﬁ
18 ask Juan Caballeré Who was:his cousin and hié brother, then 
19 we'are.going to Star£ some£hihg about the deathvof ?residegt 
20 ,Kennedy. | |

21 } Q '~ Mr. Pena, iet;s return to thé questions

79 iﬁvolving the cbntactéfwhich youfsawVOswald,haa with Wari;p
23' C. de Brueys. Can you explain any reasons which &e=might

24 ha&e which led you to believe that Oswald was de Brueys'

-

25 informant?

Century Beporters, Inc.
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A I better not say anything else. More or less,
I.told you I knew Oswald. When Oswald was giving propaganda
in favor of Cuba at the old International Trade Mart, I was
there,

0 I will get into Oswald's activities in New
Orleans just a bi£ later.

Can yog offer any othér‘reaéonS'which have led

yoﬁ-to beiievé'Osﬁéld_was an FBI informant?‘

A Ircannotbgo back. We would have.to bring
Mr. Carlos-B;ingierf?gcause Oswald went to Carlos Bringier
ana tried to fight in fa&or of the Cubans so we would have
to come back to the same thing and that doesnft ﬁatter.

o Do, you. want to add anything concerning Oswald's|

coming to see Carles Bringier and offering his services to

Carlcs.B:ingier to train anti-Castro Cubans?

A. " Between CarLos Bringier and Oswald, the only 
thingvelse I waﬁt to talk is about the f£ight they got inﬁo
on Canal Streét.”n"" |

0 '*quydu;have'gny specific reaséns which have
led you £o be;ieVe Os&ald was an FBI}infcrmant? For instance,|
did you ever see Oswéld and de Brﬁeys entering the restaurant
together or leaving,the restaurant fogetber?

A I cannot say entering the restaurant but I saw.
ngaidAand de Brﬁeys,,Mr. David Smith, Mr. Rogue from the

Immigration Department and other government agents leaving

246610 Page 17 : Century Reparters, Inc.
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the restaurant and going to the Cusﬁomé House Building whicﬁ
at that time was an office for different kinds of government
agencies.
Q | Dideswald ever accompany this group either
when they entered or left thé restaurant? |
A, | Yes, he did and I}got‘Mr. Perez that I géve
“you the address on tolprove it.
o Did,Oswald act 1ike:he kpew any of this group
which came into the restaurént frequently?
A Yes, they knew each othér'veryj very well.
Q ;Dia.you see him talking with ahy members of
this group? |
A - Yes, they was talking. I can't say who was
talking to whomvbut.they was. talking and they was in the same
group. |
Q 'bDid you ever seé Warren de Brueys in éartiéular
talking witthee Harvey bswald?
A I just can't say that exaétly.
Q. a Miﬁbﬁena;.wheﬁ'did yQu first ﬁake’the%‘
allegatioﬁlthéﬁlﬁswaldlwasﬁahkFéI*informant? 
| A S I'@on?g femember’ekactlyf I went to the ﬁarren
Commission. I wagrsubpoenaed to go éy the Warren Commission
- went ©
and I remember exactly that I went-to accuse Warren C.
de Brueys bécause I bgliévevthat Warfen c. de‘Brueys if he

really wanted, he could save the life of President Kennedy.

p246610 Page 18 . - Century Reporiers, Inc
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Lee Harvey Oswald was an FBI informant around 19757

- sort or an informant?;

246610 Page 19 Century Reporters, Inc.
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0. ~We will talk about yvour Warren Commission

testimony later.

rt

Do you recall making a public statement tha

A Yes, I étill believe that he.was an informant.

o Do you recall making a statement on this izsue
to CBS television?

a. : Yes, CBS.

Q . Do you recall ever making,this stétement before
éhat time publiély?. |

A I talkéd to.a lot of'friénds, VA lot of people
héve been talking ‘to me abouﬁ the assassination of President
Rennedy and I télked a lot and I told them I believe he was
an informer -~ not informer,bthat he was én agent of the |
United States government.

0 Are you saying that Oswald was an agent of
the United States? |

A .In my belief, yes,'sir._

@  Why did you wait so long to make ?ublic vour.

allegatidn that Oswai@ was a U.S. government'agent'of1some

A Well, I tell you I did not wait very long. I
went -- when the Warren Commission subproenaed me for the
Warren Commission report, I went. I tried to talk. I believe

the name of the pérson in charge was Mr. Liebeler, if I am




19

! not wrong. . ' , ' .

2 N o Is that Mr. Liebeler?

(98]

A Liebeler, yes, sir.

PN

I told him I want to accuse Warren C. de Brueys

5 | so you can see from this story that I have been trying to

[w 1N

accuse this FBI agent. At that tiﬁe I was having in mind %o

7 accuse him of these_Sp;nish Cubans that was training in a

8 camp in New Orleans but when I saw ﬁr. Liébeler did not

S cooperate with me and did»hot.let mé taik, I said, "I might-

10 as well keép mﬁ mouth shut.". I don't accuse anybody elsé but
11 Warren C. de Brueys.

12 o I believe yquvsaid earlier that wﬁen you

13 testified before the Wérreg:Commission, you felt that the FBI

14 was intimidating you into giving a certain sort of testimony.

15 | Did Warren de Brueys intimidate you?

16 A Yes, sir.

17 » Q In what way?

18 A A few days, I can't say one week or two weeks

19 || or ten days, but a few dayé before I Went.tQ testify in ﬁhé,

1.20 Warreﬁ Commissign, he.céﬁe to my.place of'bu§iness at ilf.
71 | Decatur and called me to the table énd told me he wanted té

talk to me. I went to him becauseAIFﬁsed to talk to him

23 alﬁost every three or four days. He told me that if I talk

anything about him he will get rid of my ass.

24

25 0 Why do you think he made this threat to you?

Century Reperters, Inc.
{713) 384-0003
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A Because in my belief he knew I was going to
2 accuse him at the Warren Commission testimony. He was trying
3 to impress me not to do so which I went and I accused him and
‘ 4 I was having iﬁ mind to accuse the Cubaps that was training
] ,

in Wew Orleans. When I saw what happened, how much they was
§> coveriné iﬁ up, taking away, that I did not express myself
about de Brueys so I changed my mind and I did not say'ény?
8 'tﬁing aboui the Cﬁbans, the training camp in New Orleans.

9 Q Do-you. feel that Warren ae Brueys might have
10 | wanted to intimidate you to prevent yoﬁ from saying that

1 Oswald was an FBI;informant? |

12 | A. - Xes, could be too.

" _ 13 | _ Q : Again;._ I wanlt to ask you why‘you waited so
14 long,beforé you publicly stated.that youAhad‘reason to

15 believe that Oswald was'an FBI informant?

16v A I'wrote to Mr. Lane. The letter camevback

17 ohe yéar o; so late;:{ I believe his name is Mark Lane.

8 S I went. to New York and I took the address of
19 the‘eaitor‘Of hiS»bon and I‘took some photostatic -- somé
20 “pégeré that”i.sti;l;héve’to him}

21 ‘ | .A I couid not see him Sut,hié;eﬁ;tor or one of
22 the persons that worked in New York City, i bélieye Sixth
73 Avenue, told me that he would see that Mr. Mark Léne got

24 tﬁose papers.

25 . Mr. Herold Weisberg came to me too trving to

50529 DocId:32246610 Page 21 o Century Repnriers, Inc.
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1

~get some infotmation. Mr. Weisherg brought me some papers
from the Archives of the United States. Some of the papers
he brought me from the Archives was one of the informants of
the FBI of the United States. The name of the person. is
Hector Jose Garcia.

According to the Afchives file, Mr., Hector José&

Garcia said thatvI am supposed to talk one night directly to

Mr. Castfolin ?ubél'“I woulﬁ'like to offer'myself'again and
to bring'Mr; Hécﬁo; ste Garcié and leﬁlbbﬁh-of us take é'lie
test to'seé who is“%éght and who 1is wrbng‘and then you will~
see what the Féi“is'doing trying to discourage me.

Q _Mr. Pena, is there any'substantiation for your
ailegation that Oswald was an FBi informant?"Can_you offer
any other proof that stald was’én FBIAinformanf?

A, I will not talk anything else about it. This
hatter,>it would bé more to talk-about but this mattérj we |

have to come to something else who is Sergio Arcacha Smith

and the office'at the Balter Building.
0 . I did not understand that.
IVA B fhe‘offices of éergio Arqacﬁa,Smiﬁh and‘the
'FBI -- when ail this natter is stréightened up then we>will:
ﬁalk.about some other offices in thevsame Baltef Building.
0 ‘  ‘What about?
A Some other offices in the same Balter Building

where the federal government was working.

{entury Heparters, Inc.
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It is anothér dffice in the Balter Building..
You better leave it like that, like it is. I do not want to
go any farthef.
Q Do you have anything else to offer on the .-

allegation that Oswald was an FBI informant?

A Not right now.
0 I would like to ask you qdestions concerning

Lee Harvey Oswald!s.aétivities in New Orieans. Did you have
6écasions tobobserve Oswald in New>0rleéns? |

A, Yes,fI_did, sir, besides the restaurént
activity. |

Q. Didﬁyou'see him.passing out Fair Play for
Cuba pamphlets in.New Orleans?

A %Yes,-sir. T sawiin front of the old
International frade Mart in the 100 block‘of Camp Street;

I saw him fighting with Mr. Carlos Bringier on Canal Street

which after the police got there and arrested both of them,

Mr. Oswald and Mr. Bringier and took them to jail, I went to
Mr. Carlos Bringier's place of business and I talked to his
brother-in-law. His name is Commandante Pelaec. He was a
big name in the Cuban Army.
‘ .zv.' .« 4

Commandante Pelaec, who is Mr. Bringier's
o . , \ Z .. . e
brother-in-law, I told Mr. Palaec that Bringier was fighting
~with Oswald on Canal Street and the police took him to jail.

Mr. Palaec told me“he:did not have nobody to 1leave the store,

S Century Heparters, Inc.
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VBringier out? That proves there that I knew Oswald very, very

.bar, the Habana Bar, in New Orleans.

o
LI

clothes store, novelty store, whatever you want to call it. .
For-me to do him a favor énd go to the police station and
place the bcecnd which I went‘to the First Presinct Police
tation and I asked the sergeant which knew me very well that

I'wénted;tb plaCe’a bohd. qu said, "Yes, Orest. You just
have to put $25." Well, I put $25 for Bringier's bond.

I came back to Mr. Bringier's store and Mr.
Pelaec gave me back my $25 that I lgftvat the police station,

Why dQn;t you ask'the chief of police why'hé‘

did not tell the Warren Commission Pena was the one that let

well. I was there. My bartender was there, too, Evaristo
Rodriguez.

Q. | Do you'know whether any FBI agants were
presént during this £ight?

A I do not kﬁow.' I cannot say anything else.

Q Do you know whether Oswald ever came to your:

A _ Yes,_sir.
¢ Did ybu personally seélhim‘at your bar?
A 'Yes. He came one ﬁight‘with'two or three more

guests. They asked for something. One guy asked for tequilla
I believe. Another asked for another drink, and he asked for
a lemonade. The matter, why I never did forget was because in

my place of business we never did for many, many years sell a

Century Begorters, Inc
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~ice and charge twenty-five cents.”

He had to pay for the first one.

Oswald in your bar?

A, No.
Q Were they5Cubahs?
A They looked Spanish.

where those people were sitting.

1

individuals spoke with any particular accent?
they were sitting.

Lentury Reporters, Inc
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o} Do you recall whether any of the

A No, I was not there. I was away

lemonade. My bartender asked me, "Do we sell lemcnade here?"
in Spanish. My bartender and me, we talk in Spanish all the
time, I said, "Yes, we sell lemonade. Get a glass of water

and put two or three spoons of sugar and half a lemon and put

AAAccording to therbartender, because I'did not
hear thaﬁ, Mr. Rodriguez, Oswald started bitching about thé
price éfuﬁhe iemoﬁade for twenty-five'cénts._ He said I was
a Capiﬁalist br éomgthing like that. So I told the bartender

that the second drink, he can go and drink it somewhere else.

o Did you personally see Oswald in your bar?
A. " Yes, I did personally see him in my bar.
Q‘ Can you identify the people that accompanied

My bartender, Mr. Rodriguez, would answer the

questioh much better pecause he came'éxactly"to-the table

Spanish

from where
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All that I knew ﬁhat was talked in that
conversation was because the bartender told me about it.
Q. ‘Do you recall seeiﬁg Oswald in New Orleans |
at any other times? |
A I told yoﬁ already where I saw him,
ig Do ybu recall applying for a passport in
New‘Orleans on June_24th'of 19637 |
A Yes, sir.
Q | T am feferriné now to Wafren Commissidn
Pena Exhiﬁit No. 1.
A That's ail right., Don't showAit to me.
I.want you to put this down. The‘government
said == I said that I took the passpért at the CustomsAHouse
Building and the government said that they did not issue me
the passport in that building. I would like to find out who
is right, the,government or me.
Q When yoﬁ say "thé goverﬁmeht" has séid this,
what pérticular agency or individual are you speaking of?
'E | B} Just-the goveinmen#. .Government égencies;
'Q B Did jou know ﬁhéé Lee'HaiveyvOswaia applied

for a passport in New Orleans on the same day, June 24th, 19637

A I was told so by Mr. Weisberg,
Q Do you remember seeing Lee Harvey Oswald on

A No, I do not remember. I do not remember seeing

246610 Page 26 Century Beporters, inc.




_1 him.
2 ‘ Q Do you think if Oswald had beenvpresent at thé
3 | same time applying for a passport that you would remember
4 seeing him?
¢ |
5 A ~ Yes, sir.
4 ‘ - Q When i stated that Oswald applied for a

7 || passport in New'Orleané on June 24th, 1963, I was referring
8 to Warren Commission Exhibit No. 781. Have you éeén a cdpy
9 j of thistarren CommisSion Exhibit?

10 . A | -.The only thiné I saw was my owﬁ. I was'tbld‘
1 _that'he Was - éppiied for the passport the same day T |
12 applied. fhat is whatiI was‘;old before.

- 0 : Atlfhis time have you seen a copy of Warren

Commission Exhibit 78172

14
15 A This time, yes, sir.
Q Do yvou know why vyour name would have been
17 ommiteed from a list provided by the State Department to the
}é Warren Commission which included the names of the people who
‘19 ‘applied for passports in New Orleans‘on June  24th, 196372
-0 I am specificélly referring to Warren Commission Exhibit
. No.. 952,
Z1 ‘ _
’ A - I do not know but maybe they did want to skip
. - ‘me because I did work for them as an informant.
Y Q Are you saying tha£ because you worked for the -
25 FBI as an informant, you name might have been purposely

Century Reparters, Inc.
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I I ommitted from this list?

2 . A ‘Might be.

[#3)

0 Do you kncow whether passports were issued

4 in New Orleans at different iocations?

5 : Ab , That I do not know, sir.

6 ‘ , 'Q After you were issued that passport, sir, did

7 you ever travel to Mexico?

g | A Yes, sir,
9 0. , Do you recall when you traveled to Mexico?
10 A I used to travel there almost’'every year.

1 It is a different éarﬁ every year, to a different part of

i2 || the world. |

13 B | Q Did you ever travel to Mexico in the fall éf
14 | 1963, specifically in September or October of 1963 just before

15 the assassination of President Xennedy?

16 - A I do not believe so.

17 0 Did you ever see Lee Harvey Oswald in Mexico?
g o A . No.

19 Q .. Did yOug%ger go to Mexico or any other countrie

on any Intelligence mission?

: 20
5{ A No, sir.
2 Q Did you eve; do any work for the Central
"J 23 Intelligence Agency? | |
24 l A I will not answer any guestions about the

25 Central Intelligence Agency.

‘ N : Century Heparters, Inc.
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Q Mr. Pena, I would like to show you again the

document labeled JFK Exhibit No. 94 which is a release letter
from the Central Intelligencé Agency to the House Select
Committee on Assassinations. I would like.to ask you again
whether vou would answer any guestions concerning any 
relationship you might have had with the Central Intelligence
Agency?

| A .No, éif.

Q B Will_youkénswer any guestions conéerﬁing any
éossible'relatibhship:with;the Central Intelligénce Agénéyv_
at any future time?- .

A | Maypg if you investigate and get the réal
facts of ihe training camp. that was run by £he-FBI and the
CIA of ﬁhe United Sﬁates in New Orleans, the camp in New
Orieans. Maybe I.gil; remémber something else later on.

‘Q ' I would next like to ask vou if vou know or

oFr : : : e

~hew in 1963 any of the.following'indi§iduals; Sergio Arcacha

Smith?

A 'Xes( sir. He was the leader of the Cuban
Revolutionaryizrbgt. 

| _QV.‘ | ﬁé yqu'knowjﬁhether heAhés.ény conneétion witﬁ
the assassination of Presidentbxehnédy? |

A I can't answer that guestion but he was very

close to Warren C. de Brueys. He was very close to David

Ferrie.

Century Reparters, [uc.
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Q Did vou know David Ferrie?

A. Yes, sir. He tsach me how to fly Cessnas.

Q. ‘When- did he teach you how to fly?

A I can't remember exactly but if you go to the

Lake Front Airport and ask for my log which if you need ne
to sign it, I will sign it and tell them to release it to
you anvtime you want it, to give you my log that was signed
there.  Every.time I wentﬂthe;eLwitthaVid,William'Ferrie
to flf;'he»signed the loé. Those papers have to be there:
somewheré. You hgve nmy permission to get it and you will
kno& exactly £he_day I started taking lesscné and-everj day-
‘I fly Cessnas; |

Q ,‘Do you know whether Sergio Arcacha Smith or
David Ferrie kneeree Harvey Oswald?

A ‘I better doﬁ't answer that gquestion. David
William FPerrie is dead already. It is no use to be talking.
about a man that is dead now. |

Q o Mr.‘Pena, the House Select‘Committee on
Assassinationsvhas a‘mandate to investigate the circumstances
surroundin§~thé,assassination of President‘Kehnédy and I
would appreciéte knowing any iﬁformation which'youbﬁave
concerning any relationships betweéﬁ Sergio Arcacha}Smith
and David Ferrie with.Lee Har&ey Oswald( or any other
knbwledge you may have concerning Lee Harvey Oswald.

Let me repeat the gquestion: Do you know whether

Century Repsriers, Duc.
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Sergio Arcacha Smith or David Ferrie knew Lee Harvey Oswald?
A I will not answer that question. I knew

David William Ferrie and Sergio Arcacha Smith was very, very

close.

Q Wefe either or them close with Lee Harvey
Oswald?

A I will not answer that questign.

Q  Will ybu‘éive a reason why you refuse to

answer these types of guestions?

A We have the same trouble I have with Bringief.

Arcacha Smith will come around and start suing me. Since

1963 I have spent over $20,000.00 in attorneys' fees.
Q David Ferrie is no: longer alive. Did he have‘
any relationship with: Lee Harvey Oswald?

A. I want to tell you one thing and put that

there. The day about twelve hours before David Wwilliam

Ferrie died, he came to my place of business at the Habana
Bar at 117 Decatur and he was very nervous and he asked me
that it is very important, extremely important that he see
two ﬁéféons.' One of the persons was Sergio.Arcacha Smith.
And to prove this, I am goihg to use Carlos Bringier.
I told him what I hear that Sergio Arcacha Smith
went to Texas. At that time, Carlos Bringier went by on

the street on Decatur to his place of business and I told’

him, "Look, why don't you go and ask Mr.‘Bringier? He might

Century Heporters, Inc
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know about the whereabouts of Mr, Sergic Arcacha Sﬁith."
2 : While he went to talk to ur.‘Bringier,AI
3 called.the DA, Mr. Jim Garrison, and I talked to Mr. Frank
‘ 4 Maloche, one of Athe DA Assistants at that time during the

51 Jim Garrision era.

6 ' . He was a policeman too in the First District.
7 . So Frank Maloche said, "Do you know the two
8 persons he wants to know?"“And'I said, "Yes, I know the
9 two persons. One of them is Mr. Sergio‘Arcacha‘SmitH."
10 I hang the-phone up. Mr. Ferrie caﬁe back to me again and
1 | said, "Do you kKnow what ﬁr, Bringier said? Mr. Bringier
12 said he dbn’t Xnow anything about the two pefsoné I want to
13 know." He Qaid, "It is very, very important that I know about
4 these two persons." iAséid, "I‘don't kﬁowﬁlbeéausevi did
15 not want to involve myself.
16 ' Mr. David William Ferrie left my place of
o | | pm. 9F |
17 business about . 2:00. _I believe about twelve hours later hev

18 was pronounced dead. See if that is true or not true.

19 , Q Did you know Clay Shaw?
0l A - Yes, sir.
21 0 ' Did he have any relationship with Lee Harvey
77 | Oswald?
L ] | |
i o 23 A, The only thing I'm going to say about Mr.

24 Shaw, he has been in my place of business. He was in my

25 | place of business and that is it, nothing else.

Century Reporters, Inc
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o '~ Clay Shaw is no longer alive. - Can vou tell

us anything more about any relationship he might have with

Lee Harvey Oswald?
A . He was in my place ©of business. That is all.
He used to work at the International Trade Mart, some kind

of position there..

Q - Do you know Guy Bannister?
A I believe_so. I believe I was-assigned by
Wik OF - '

Sergio Arcacha Smith,three or four people, three orvfour"
Cubans was assigned to go énd see Mr. Bannister about trying
tojcbllectbmoney fo: the ﬁevolution of’Cuba. I was éne of
the men assigned to go ahd;talk to Mr. Bannister.

’Q | | Did Guy>Bannister;have any relationship:
with Lee Harvey;Oswaldé

A I can't say that.

Q Did you every see Guy Bannister taiking with
Lee Harvey Oéwald?

| Av' | No] I can't say that.

Q- " Can yo# give a reésoﬂ why you refusé to answer ‘
vthese questiéné?’

.A i‘caﬁ'tISay that. But I canitell you that
Bannister and Mr. Sergio Arcacha Smith was.very.close;

Q Waé Baﬁnisﬁef close with either Mr. David
Férrie or Clay Shaw?

A I can't say.

246610 Page 33 - fLentury Reporters, Inc
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Q - Can you give a reason why‘yoﬁ réfuse to
answer that question?

A Those people are dead alréady.
o Is your reason for not answering the questions

the fact these people are dead?

A Yes.
Q Do you know or did vou know William Gaudet?’
A. I don't know by the name. Maybe if I see a-

picture of him or éométhing. But William Gaudet sounds

familiar but I don't khow exactly. I can'ﬁ answer that

guestion one wayxof the other. I mightlknow him or I might no
Q Can. you tell me.whether any of thése people

whom we have been discussiﬁg had any connections with the

' Kennedy assassination or _had any relationship with Lee

Harvey Oswald?

A I would say ves..

Q | Would you care té élaborate?

A No, I don't.

0 Would you care to give a reason for refuéingvv

to elaborate?

A | ﬁif you bring the Cub;n Camp in New Oileans
and subpoena Mr. Warren C. de Brueys, I will offer myself
to take a lie test if Mr. de Brueys takes one, ivar. Hector
Garcia, the one accusing takes one. You be the judge. You

be the judge who is telling the truth, who is right and who is

Century Beporters, Inc
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! wrong. 3ring Mr. Sergio Arcacha Smith too. See how well

£

2 he knew all of those peocple including Warren C. de Brueys.

pe

3 | How many times he met in private in his office with Warren
= 4 I C. de Brueys, Mr. Arcacha Smith and de Brueys.
5 0. Without getting into the issus of polygraph

5 examinations, do you have any other information which you

feel would be helpful in the investigation of the

‘\J

8 aésassination of Président Kenhedy?

9 | A Weli, as I told you, everythiﬁg came out of
10 |l the: Cuban ﬁraining in New Orleans.

. 0 Would you cére to elaboraté'on tﬁe Cuban

;é Training Camp in New Orleans?

13 | A No, I don‘t: I can tell you how many have

- 14 been dead already, been killed already.

15 Q Mr. Pena, at this time I would like to give
16 you an opportunity to use five minutes to elaborate on any
- of your previous answers or to amend any of your previous
\ - : )
- answers or to discuss any issue that you have not orev1ous’
19 discussed but which.you feel are important and should be
discussed. 'ézp IR

20 /- /QSA 7/()LL AL is. » '
. /// L A“{‘ Let me put 1t thlS way, if I accuse somebody,
L \4‘ .
2 \\Ei?t person can sug me through this  paper?

’ - ‘ 0. Mr. 'P_ena, I would 1li ke to repeat that this
” ‘deposition is voluntary on your part and I would again like
)5 to ask you if you have anything further to add?

. . R b , - 3 N )
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A . - Not right now.

0 We would appreciate in the future if you have
any other information on any of these issues, if you would
contact us and provide us with this information.

I have no further questions. Do you have
anvthing further to say?

A Yes. In the future if you find out aboﬁt
these people I told you about here and the truth of all this
matter, you can call me back again and theﬁ I will tell you

a little bit more..

Q ‘What mattérs are‘yqu specifically refer:ing to?
A : ;Every;hing'we have been talking in this
deposition. |
._Q = . If vou have nothing further to add, I wouid

like to thank yoﬁ'very muéh for taking your time to give

this voluntary statement and, again, I would like to ask you

to feel freé‘tO-provide any further inférmation in the future.
A Okay.

(Whereﬁpon, the deposition was concluded at 4:30 p.m.)
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I, Joyce Xay Schaesfer, a Notary ?ublic in and
for Harris County, Texas, being the Noﬁarﬁ Public before
whom- -the sworn testimony of OREST PENA was taken, do her=sby
certify that the witness was first duly sworn by Magistrate
Ingard O. Johanneseh, Magistrate for the Eastern District .
of Louisiana;‘to.teli the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, and.that the above andvforegoing'is a true
and correct tfanScfipt of said ﬁestimony.

Given under my hand and seal of office on

this the Z? )a'/ day of June, 1978.

i)

oyce’ Kay Schragfer, @ ota;5>valwc -

in and for Harris County, Texas

246610 Page 37 Century Reporters, Ine.

(71ay aza AAnAa




Select Committee on ggagginations

U.S. Bouse of Representatibes
' WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

010136

The undersigned having had an opportunity to
review the foreg01ng transcrlpt hereby acknowledges that
the stenographic record is a true, accurate and complete

recordation of the sworn teStimony‘I provided.

%

Orest Pena

Date: j"!/(/é 28 m S T8

City and State: Aen W/ﬂo/)f

HW 5[!529 DocId:32246610 Page 33



